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Letter Designations in Front of Section Numbers 
In each code development cycle, proposed changes to the code are considered at thc Code Development Hearings by the ICC Fire 
Code Development Committee, whose action constitutes a recommendation to the voting membership for final action on the pro­
posed change. Proposed changes to a code section that has a number beginning with a letter in brackets are considered by a different 
code development committee. For example, proposed changes to code sections that have [B] in front of them (e.g. [B] 607.2) are 
considered by the ICC Building Code Development Committee at the code development hearings. 

The content of sections in this code that begin with a letter designation are maintained by another code development committee in 
accordance with the following: 

[B] = International Building Code Development Committee; 

[EB] = International Existing Building Code Development Committee; 

[FG] = International Fuel Gas Code Development Committee; 

[M] = International Mechanical Code Development Committee; and 

[P] = International Plumbing Code Development Committee. 

Marginal Markings 
Solid vertical lines in the margins within the body of the code indicate a technical change from the requirements of the 2006 edition. 
Deletion indicators (-) are provided in the margin where a paragraph or item has been deleted. > indicates IFC model code lan­
guage deleted by Oregon. Double vertical lines in the margin denote amendments and additions promulgated by the State of Ore­
gon, modifying the 2009 International Fire Code. Minor changes, such as section renumbering and removal of references to 
international codes are not indicated with a double rule in the margin. 

Coordination between the International Building and Fire Codes 
Because the coordination of technical provisions is one of the benefits ofadopting the ICC family of model codes, users will find the 
ICC codes to be a very tlexible set of model documents. To accomplish this tlexibility some technical provisions are duplicated in 
some of the model code documents. While the International Codes are provided as a comprehensive set of model codes for the bui It 
environment, documents are occasionally adopted as a stand-alone regulation. When one of the model documents is adopted as the 
basis of a stand-alone code, that code should provide a complete package of requirements with enforcement assigned to the entity 
for which the adoption is being made. 

The model codes can also be adopted as a family of complementary codes. When adopled together there should be no contlict of 
any of the technical provisions. When multiple model codes are adopted in ajurisdiction it is important for the adopting authority to 
evaluate the provisions in each code document and determine how and by which agency(ies) they will be enforced. It is important, 
therefore, to understand that where technical provisions are duplicated in multiple model documents that enforcement duties must 
be clearly assigned by the local adopting jurisdiction. ICC remains committed to providing state-of-the-art model code documents 
that, when adopted locally, will reduce the cost to government of code adoption and enforcement and protect the public health, 
safety and welfare. 

Italicized Terms 
Selected terms set forth in Chapter 2, Definitions, are italicized where they appear in code text. Such terms are not italicized where 
the definition set forth in Chapter 2 does not impart the intended meaning in the use of the term. The terms selected have definitions 
which the user should read carefully to facilitate better understanding of the code. 
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Effective Use of the International Fire Code 

The International Fire Code® (IFC®) is a model code that regulates minimum fire safety requirements for new and existing build­
ings, facilities, storage and processes. The IFC addresses fire prevention, fire protection, life safety and safe storage and use of haz­
ardous materials in new and existing buildings, facilities and processes. The IFC provides a total approach of controlling hazards in 
all buildings and sites, regardless of the hazard being indoors or outdoors. 

The IFC is a design document. For example, before one constructs a building, the site must be provided with an adequate water 
supply for fire-fighting operations and a means of building access for emergency responders in the event of a medical emergency, 
fire or natural or technological disaster. Depending on the building's occupancy and uses, the IFC regulates the various hazards that 
may be housed within the building, including refrigeration systems, application of flammable finishes, fueling of motor vehicles, 
high-piled combustible storage and the storage and use of hazardous materials. The IFC sets forth minimum requirements for these 
and other hazards and contains requirements for maintaining the life safety of building occupants, the protection of emergency 
responders, and to limit the damage to a building and its contents as the result of a fire, explosion or unauthorized hazardous material 
discharge. 

Arrangement and Format of the 20091FC 
Before applying the requirements of the IFC it is beneficial to understand its arrangement and format. The IFC, like other codes pub­
lished by the International Code Council, is arranged and organized to follow sequential steps that generally occur during a plan 
review or inspection. The IFC is divided into eight different parts: 

Chapters Subjects 

1-2 Administration and definitions 

3-4 General safety requirements 

5-10 Building and site requirements 

11-26 and 45 Special processes and uses 

27-44 Hazardous materials 

46 Construction requirements for existing buildings 

47 Referenced Standards 

Appendices A-J Appendices 

The IFC requirements for fire-resistive construction, interior finish, fire protection systems and means of egress are directly corre­
lated to the requirements of the me. The following chapters of the IFC are correlated to the IBC: 

Chapter Subject 

7 Fire-resistance-ratcd construction 

8 Interior finish, decorative materials and furnishings 

9 Fire protection systems 

10 Means of egress 

The following is a chapter-by-chaptcr synopsis of the scope and intent of the provisions of the International Fire Code: 

Chapter 1 Scope and Administration. This chapter contains provisions for the application, enforcement and administration of 
subsequent requirements of the code. Tn addition to establishing the scope of the code, Chapter 1 identifies which buildings and 
structures come under its purview. Chapter I is largely concerned with maintaining "due process of law" in enforcing the regula­
tions contained in the body of the code. Only through careful observation of the administrative provisions can the code official rea­
sonably expect to demonstrate that "equal protection under the law" has been provided . 

Chapter 2 Definitions. All terms that are defined in the code are listed alphabetically in Chapter 2. While a defined term may be 
used in one chapter or another, the meaning provided in Chapter 2 is applicable throughout the code. 

Where understanding of a term's delinition is especially key to or necessary for understanding of a particular code provision, the 
term is show in italics wherever it appears in the code. This is true only for those terms that have a meaning that is unique to the code. 
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In other words, the generally understood meaning of a term or phrase might not be sufficient or consistent with the meaning pre­
scribed by the code; therefore, it is essential that the code-defined meaning be known. 

Guidance regarding tense, gender and plurality of defined terms as well as guidance regarding terms not defined in this code are 
also provided. 

Chapter 3 General Requirements. The open burning, ignition source, vacant building, miscellaneous storage and hazards to fire 
fighters requirements and precautions, among other general regulations, contained in this chapter are intended to improve premises 
safety for everyone, including construction workers, tenants, operations and maintenance personnel and emergency response per­
sonnel. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 302 contains definitions appl icable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 4 Emergency Planning and Preparedness. This chapter addresses the human contribution to life safety in buildings 
when a fire or other emergency occurs. The requirements for continuous training and scheduled fire, evacuation and lockdown drills 
can be as important as the required periodic inspections and maintenance of built-in fire protection features. The level of preparation 
by the occupants also improves the emergency responders' abilities during an emergency. The International Building Code® (IBC®) 
focuses on built-in fire protection features, such as automatic sprinkler systems, fire-resistance-rated construction and properly 
designed egress systems whereas this chapter fully addresses the human element. As with other chapters of the International Fire 
Code, Section 402 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 5 Fire Service Features. The requirements of this chapter apply to all buildings and occupancies and pertain to access 
roads; access to building openings and roofs; premises identification; key boxes; fire protection water supplies; fire command cen­
ters; fire department access to equipment and emergency responder radio coverage in buildings. As with other chapters of the Inter­
national Fire Code, Section 502 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 6 Building Services and Systems. This chapter focuses on building systems and services as they relate to potential safety 
hazards and when and how they should be installed. This chapter brings together all building system- and service-related issues for 
convenience and provides a more systematic view of buildings. The following building services and systems are addressed: 
fuel-fired appliances (Section 603), emergency and standby power systems (Section 604) electrical equipment, wiring and hazards 
(Section 605), mechanical refrigeration (Section 606), elevator recall and maintenance (Section 607), stationary storage battery 
systems (Section 608) and commercial kitchen hoods (Section 609). As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 
602 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 7 Fire-resistance-rated Construction. The maintenance of assemblies required to be fire-resistance rated is a key com­
ponent in a passive fire protection philosophy. Chapter 7 sets forth requirements to maintain required fire-resistance ratings of build­
ing elements and limit fire spread. The required maintenance of fire-resistance-rated assemblies and opening protectives is 
described in Section 703 while Section 704 covers the enclosure requirements for shafts in existing buildings. As with other chap­
ters of the International Fire Code, Section 702 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 8 Interior Finish, Decorative Materials and Furnishings. The overall purpose of Chapter 8 is to regulate interior fin­
ishes, decorative materials and furnishings in new and existing buildings so that they do not significantly add to or create fire hazards 
within buildings. The provisions tend to focus on occupancies with specific risk characteristics, such as vulnerability of occupants, 
density of occupants, lack of familiarity with the building and societal expectations of importance. This chapter is consistent with 
Chapter 8 ofthe International Building Code® (IBC®), which regulates the interior finishes of new buildings. As with other chapters 
of the International Fire Code, Section 802 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 9 Fire Protection Systems. Chapter 9 prescribes the minimum requirements for active systems of fire protection 
equipment to perform the functions of detecting a fire, alerting the occupants or fire department of a fire emergency, control­
ling smoke and controlling or extinguishing the fire. Generally, the requirements are based on the occupancy, the height and 
the area of the buildi ng, because these are the factors that most affect fi re-fighting capabi Ii ties and the relative hazard of a spe­
cific building or portion thereof. This chapter parallels and is substantially duplicated in Chapter 9 of the Inte1'llational Build­
ing Code; however, this chapter also contains periodic testing criteria that are not contained in the IBe. In addition, the special 
fire protection system requirements based on use and occupancy found in Chapter 4 of the IBC are dupl icated in Chapter 9 of 
the IFC as a user convenience. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 902 contains definitions applica­
ble to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 10 Means of Egress. The general criteria set forth in Chapter 10 regulating the design of the means of egress are established 
as the primary method for protection of people in buildings by allowing timely relocation or evacuation of building occupants. Both 
prescriptive and performance language is utilized in this chapter to provide for a basic approach in the determination of a safe exiting 
system for all occupancies. It addresses all portions of the egress system (i.e., exit access, exits and exit discharge) and includes design 
requirements as well as provisions regulating individual components. The requirements detail the size, arrangement, number and pro­
tection of means of egress components. Functional and operational characteristics also are specified for the components that will per­
mit their safe use without special knowledge or effort. The means of egress protection requirements work in coordination with other 
sections of the code, such as protection of vertical openings (see Chapter 7), interior finish (see Chapter 8), fire suppression and detec­
tion systems (see Chapter 9) and numerous others, all having an impact on life safety. Sections 1002 through 1029 are duplicated text 
from Chapter 10 of the mc; however, the IFC contains an additional Section 1030 on maintenance of the means of egress system in 
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existing buildings. Retroactive minimum means of egress requirements for existing buildings are now found in Chapter 46. As with 
other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 1002 contains detinitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 11 Aviation Facilities. Chapter II specifies minimum requirements for the fire-safe operation of airports, heliports and 
helistops. The principal nonflight operational hazards associated with aviation involve fuel, facilities and operations. Therefore, 
safe use of flammable and combustible liquids during fueling and maintenance operations is emphasized. Availability of portable 
Class B:C-rated fire extinguishers for prompt control or suppression of incipient fires is required. As with other chapters of the 
International Fire Code, Section 1102 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 12 Dry Cleaning. The provisions of Chapter 12 are intended to reduce hazards associated with use of flammable and com­
bustible dry cleaning solvents. These materials, like all volatile organic chemicals, generate significant quantities of static electricity 
and are thus readily ignitable. Many flammable and nonflammable dry cleaning solvents also possess health hazards when involved 
in a fire. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 1202 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 13 Combustible Dust-producing Operations. The requirements of Chapter 13 seek to reduce the likelihood of dust 
explosions by managing the hazards of ignitable suspensions of combustible dusts associated with a variety of operations including 
woodworking, mining, food processing, agricultural commodity storage and handling and pharmaceutical manufacturing, among 
others. Ignition source control and good housekeeping practices in occupancies containing dust-producing operations are empha­
sized. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 1302 contains a definition applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 14 Fire Safety During Construction and Demolition. This chapter outlines general fire safety precautions for all struc­
tures and all occupancies during construction and demolition operations. In general, these requirements seek to maintain required 
levels of fire protection, limit fire spread, establish the appropriate operation of equipment and promote prompt response to fire 
emergencies. Features regulated include fire protection systems, fire fighter access to the site and building, means of egress, hazard­
ous materials storage and use and temporary heating equipment and other ignition sources. 

Chapter 15 Flammable Finishes. Chapter 15 requirements govern operations where flammable or combustible finishes are 
applied by spraying, dipping, powder coating or flow-coating processes. As with all operations involving flammable or combustible 
liquids and combustible dusts or vapors, controlling ignition sources and methods of reducing or controlling flammable vapors or 
combustible dusts at or near these operations are emphasized. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 1502 
contains definitions applicable to thc chapter contents. 

Chapter 16 Fruit and Crop Ripening. Chapter 16 provides guidance that is intended to reduce the likelihood of explosions result­
ing from improper use or handling of ethylene gas used for crop-ripening and coloring processes. This is accomplished by regulat­
ing ethylene gas generation; storage and distribution systems and controlling ignition sources. Design and construction of facilities 
for this use are regulated by the International Building Code to reduce the impact of potential accidents on people and buildings. 

Chapter 17 Fumigation and Thermal Insecticidal Fogging. This chapter regulates fumigation and thermal insecticidal fogging 
operations which use toxic pesticide chemicals to kill insects, rodents and other vermin. Fumigants and thermal insecticidal fogging 
agents pose little hazard if properly applied; however, the inherent toxicity of all these agents and the potential flammability of some 
makes special precautions necessary when they are used. Requirements of this chapter are intended to protect both the public and 
fire fighters from hazards associated with these products. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 1702 con­
tains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 18 Semiconductor Fabrication Facilities. The requirements of this chapter are intended to control hazards associated 
with the manufacture of electrical circuit boards or microchips, commonly called semiconductors. Though the finished product 
possesses no unusual hazards, matcrials commonly associated with semiconductor manufacturing are often quite hazardous and 
include flammable liquids; pyrophoric and flammable gases; toxic substances and corrosives. The requirements of this chapter are 
concerned with both life safety and property protection. However, the fire code official should recognize that the risk of extraordi­
nary property damages is far more common than the risk of personal injuries from fire. As with other chapters of the International 
Fire Code, Section 1802 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 19 Lumber Yards and Woodworking Facilities. Provisions of this chapter are intended to prevent fires and explosions, 
facilitate fire control and reduce exposures to and from facilities storing, selling or processing wood and forest products, including 
sawdust, wood chips, shavings, bark mulch, shorts, finished planks, sheets, posts, poles, timber and raw logs and the hazard they 
represent once ignited. This chapter requires active and passive fire protection features to reduce on- and off-site exposures, limit 
fire size and development and facilitate tire tighting by employees and the fire service. As with other chapters of the International 
Fire Code, Section 1902 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 20 Manufacture of Organic Coatings. This chapter regulates materials and processes associated with the manufacture of 
paints as well as bituminous, asphaltic and other diverse compounds formulated to protect buildings, machines and objects from the 
effects of weather, corrosion and hostile environmental exposures. Paint for decorative, architectural and industrial uses comprises 
the bulk of organic coating production. Painting and processes related to the manufacture of nonflammable and noncombustible or 
water-based products are exempt from the provisions of this chapter. The application of organic coatings is covered by Chapter 15. 
Elimination of ignition sources, maintenance of fire protection equipment and isolation or segregation of hazardous operations are 
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emphasized. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 2002 contains a definition applicable to the chapter con­
tents. 

Chapter 21 Industrial Ovens. This chapter addresses the fuel supply, ventilation, emergency shutdown equipment, tire protection 
and the operation and maintenance of industrial ovens, which are sometimes referred to as industrial heat enclosures or industrial 
furnaces. Compliance with this chapter is intended to reduce the likelihood of fires involving industrial ovens which are usually the 
result of the fuel in use or volatile vapors given off by the materials being heated or to manage the impact if a fire should occur. As 
with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 2102 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 22 Motor Fuel-dispensing Facilities and Repair Garages. This chapter provides provisions that regulate the storage 
and dispensing of both liquid and gaseous motor fuels at public and private automotive, marine and aircraft motor fuel-dispensing 
facilities, fleet vehicle motor fuel-dispensing facilities and repair garages. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, 
Section 2202 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 23 High-piled Combustible Storage. This chapter provides guidance for reasonable protection of life from hazards asso­
ciated with the storage of combustible materials in closely packed piles or on pallets, in racks or on shelves where the top of storage 
is greater than 12 feet in height. It provides requirements for identifying various classes of commodities; general fire and life safety 
features including storage arrangements, smoke and heat venting, lire department access and housekeeping and maintenance 
requirements. The chapter attempts to define the potential fire severity and, in turn, determine fire and life safety protection mea­
sures needed to control, and in some cases suppress, a potential fire. This chapter docs not cover miscellaneous combustible materi­
als storage regulated in Section 315. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 2302 contains detinitions 
applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 24 Tents and Other Membrane Structures. The requirements in this chapter are intended to protect temporary as well as 
permanent tents and air-supported and other membrane structures from fire by regulating structure location and access, anchorage, 
egress, heat-producing equipment, hazardous materials and operations, combustible vegetation, ignition sources, waste accumula­
tion and requiring regular inspections and certifying continued compliance with lire safety regulations. As with other chapters of the 
International Fire Code, Section 2402 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 25 Tire Rebuilding and Tire Storage. The requirements of Chapter 25 are intended to prevent or control fires and explo­
sions associated with the remanufacture and storage of tires and tire by-products. Additionally, the requirements are intended to 
minimize the impact of indoor and outdoor tire storage fires by regulating pile volume and location, segregating the various opera­
tions, providing for fire department access and a water supply and controlling ignition sources. 

Chapter 26 Welding and Other Hot Work. This chapter covers requirements for safety in welding and other types of hot work by 
reducing the potential for fire ignitions that usually result in large losses. Several ditferent types of hot work would fall under the 
requirements found in Chapter 26, including both gas and electric arc methods and any open-torch operations. Many of the activities 
of this chapter focus on the actions of the occupants. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 2602 contains 
definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 27 Hazardous Materials-General Provisions. This chapter contains the general requirements for all hazardous chemi­
cals in all occupancies. Hazardous chemicals are defined as those that pose an unreasonable risk to the health and safety of operating 
or emergency personnel, the public and the environment if not properly controlled during handling, storage, manufacture, process­
ing, packaging, use, disposal or transportation. The general provisions of this chapter are intended to be companion provisions with 
the specific requirements of Chapters 28 through 44 regarding a given hazardous material. As with other chapters of the Interna­
tional Fire Code, Section 2702 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 28 Aerosols. Chapter 28 addresses the prevention, control and extinguishment of tires and explosions in facilities where 
retail aerosol products are displayed or stored. It is concerned with both life safety and property protection from a tire; however, his­
torically, aerosol product fires have caused property loss more frequently than loss of life. Requirements for storing aerosol prod­
ucts are dependent on the level of aerosol product, level of sprinkler protection, type of storage condition and quantity of aerosol 
products. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 2802 contains definitions applicable to the chapter con­
tents. 

Chapter 29 Combustible Fibers. Chapter 29 establishes the requirements for storage and handling of combustible fibers, includ­
ing animal, vegetable and synthetic fibers, whether woven into textiles, baled, packaged or loose. Operations involving combustible 
fibers are typically associated with salvage, paper milling, recycling, cloth manufacturing, carpet and textile mills and agricultural 
operations, among others. 

The primary hazard associated with these operations is the abundance of materials and their ready ignitability. As with other 
chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 2902 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 30 Compressed Gases. This chapter regulates the storage, use and handling of all flammable and nonflammable com­
pressed gases, such as those that are used in medical facilities, air separation plants, industrial plants, agricultural equipment and 
similar occupancies. Standards for the design, construction and marking of compressed gas cylinders and pressure vessels are refer­
enced. Compressed gases used in welding and cutting, cryogenic liquids and liquefied petroleum gases are also regulated under 
Chapters 26,32 and 38, respectively. Compressed gases that are classified as hazardous materials are also regulated in Chapter 27, 
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which includes general requirements. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 3002 contains definitions 
applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 31 Corrosive Materials. Chapter 31 addresses the hazards of corrosive materials that have a destructive effect on living 
tissues. Though corrosive gases exist, most corrosive materials are solid and classified as either acids or bases (alkalis). These mate­
rials may pose a wide range of hazards other than corrosivity, such as combustibility, reactivity or oxidizing hazards, and must con­
form to the requirements of the code with respect to all their known hazards. The focus of this chapter is on materials whose primary 
hazard is corrosivity; that is, the ability to destroy or irreparably damage living tissue on contact. As with other chapters of the Inter­
national Fire Code, Section 3102 contains a definition applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 32 Cryogenic Fluids. This chapter regulates the hazards associated with the storage, use and handling of cryogenic fluids 
through regulation of such things as pressure relief mechanisms and proper container storage. These hazards are in addition to the 
code requirements that address the other hazards of cryogenic fluids such as flammability and toxicity. These other characteristics 
are dealt with in Chapter 27 and other chapters, such as Chapter 35 dealing with flammable gases. Cryogens are hazardous because 
they are held at extremely low temperatures and high pressures. Many cryogenic fluids, however, are actually inert gases and would 
not be regulated elsewhere in the code. Cryogensare used for many appl ications hut speci fically have had widespread use in the bio­
medical tield and in space programs. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 3202 contains definitions appli­
cable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 33 Explosives and Fireworks. This chapter prescribes minimum requirements for the safe manufacture, storage, han­
dling and use of explosives, ammunition and blasting agents for commercial and industrial occupancies. These provisions are 
intended to protect the general public, emergency responders and individuals who handle explosives. Chapter 33 also regulates the 
manufacturing, retail sale, display and wholesale distribution of fireworks, establishing the requirements for obtaining approval to 
manufacture, store, sell, discharge or conduct a public display, and references national standards for regulations governing manu­
facture, storage and public displays. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 3302 contains definitions appli­
cable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 34 Flammable and Combustible Liquids. The requirements of this chapter are intended to reduce the likelihood of fires 
involving the storage, handling, use or transportation of flammable and combustible liquids. Adherence to these practices may also 
limit damage in the event of an accidental fire involving these materials. These liquids are used for fuel, lubricants, cleaners, sol­
vents, medicine and even drinking. The danger associated with flammable and combustible liquids is that the vapors from these liq­
uids, when combined with air in their flammable range, will burn or explode at temperatures near our normal living and working 
environment. The protection provided by the code is to prevent the flammable and combustible liquids from being ignited. As with 
other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 3402 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 35 Flammable Gases and Flammable Cryogenic Fluids. Chapter 35 sets requirements for the storage and use of flam­
mable gases. For safety purposes, there is a limit on the quantities of flammable gas allowed per control area. Exceeding these limi­
tations increases the possibility of damage to both property and individuals. The principal hazard posed by flammable gas is its 
ready ignitability, or even explosivity, when mixed with air in the proper proportions. Consequently, occupancies storing or han­
dling large quantities ofllammable gas are classified as Group H-2 (high hazard) by the International Building Code. As with other 
chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 3502 contains definitions applicahle to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 36 Flammable Solids. This chapter addresses general requirements for storage and handling of flammable solids, espe­
cially magnesium; however, it is important to note that several other solid materials, primarily metals including, but not limited to, 
such metals as titanium, zirconium, hafnium, calcium, zinc, sodium, lithium, potassium, sodium/potassium alloys, uranium, tho­
rium and plutonium which, under the right conditions, can be explosion hazards. Some of these metals are almost exclusively labo­
ratory materials but because of where they are used, fire service personnel must be trained to handle emergency situations. Because 
uranium, thorium and plutonium are also radioactive materials, they present still more specialized problems for fire service person­
nel. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 3602 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 37 Highly Toxic and Toxic Materials. The main purpose of this chapter is to protect occupants, emergency responders 
and those in the immediate area of the building and facility from short-term, acute hazards associated with a release or general expo­
sure to toxic and highly toxic materials. This chapter deals with all three states of toxic and highly toxic materials: solids, liquids and 
gases. The code does not address long-term exposure effects of these materials which are addressed by agencies such as the Envi­
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). As with other chapters of the 
/Ilfernational Fire Code, Section 3702 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 38 Liquefied Petroleum Gases. Chapter 38 establishes requirements for the safe handling, storing and use of LP-gas to 
reduce the possibility of damage to containers, accidental releases of LP-gas and exposure of flammable concentrations of LP-gas 
to ignition sources. LP-gas (notably Propane) is well known as a camping fuel for cooking, lighting, heating and refrigerating and 
also remains a popular standby fuel supply for auxiliary generators as well as being widely used as an alternative motor vehicle fuel. 
Its characteristic as a clean-burning fuel having resulted in the addition of propane dispensers to service stations throughout the 
country. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 3802 contains a definition applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 39 Organic Peroxides. This chapter addresses the hazards associated with the storage, handling and use of organic perox­
ides and intends to manage the fire and oxidation hazards of organic peroxides by preventing their uncontrolled release. These 
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chemicals possess the characteristics of flammable or combustible liquids and are also strong oxidizers. This unusual combination 
of properties requires special storage and handling precautions to prevent uncontrolled release, contamination, hazardous chemical 
reactions, fires or explosions. The requirements of this chapter pertain to industrial applications in which significant quantities of 
organic peroxides are stored or used; however, smaller quantities of organic peroxides still pose a significant hazard and, therefore, 
must be stored and used in accordance with the applicable provisions of this chapter and Chapter 27. As with other chapters of the 
International Fire Code, Section 3902 contains a definition applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 40 Oxidizers, Oxidizing Gases and Oxidizing Cryogenic Fluids. Chapter 40 addresses the hazards associated with 
solid, liquid, gaseous and cryogenic fluid oxidizing materials, including oxygen in home use, and establishes criteria for their safe 
storage and protection in indoor and outdoor storage facilities, minimizing the potential for uncontrolled releases and contact with 
fuel sources. Although oxidizers themselves do not burn, they pose unique fire hazards because of their ability to support combus­
tion by breaking down and giving off oxygen. As with other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 4002 contains detini­
tions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 41 Pyrophoric Materials. This chapter regulates the hazards associated with pyrophoric materials, which are capable of 
spontaneously igniting in the air at or below a temperature of 130°F (54°C). Many pyrophoric materials also pose severe 
flammability or reactivity hazards. This chapter addresses only the hazards associated with pyrophoric materials. Materials that 
pose mUltiple hazards must conform to the requirements of the code with respect to all hazards. As with other chapters of the Inter­
national Fire Code, Section 4102 contains a definition applicable to the chapler contents. 

Chapter 42 Pyroxylin (Cellulose Nitrate) Plastics. This chapter addresses the significant hazards associated with pyroxylin (cel­
lulose nitrate) plastics, which are the most dangerous and unstable of all plastic compounds. The chemically bound oxygen in their 
structure permits them to burn vigorously in the absence of atmospheric oxygen at a rate 15 times greater than comparable common 
combustibles. Strict compliance with the provisions of this chapter, along with proper housekeeping and storage arrangements, help 
to reduce the hazards associated with pyroxylin (cellulose nitrate) plastics in a fire or other emergencies. 

Chapter 43 Unstable (Reactive) Materials. This chapter addresses the hazards of unstable (reactive) liquid and solid materials as 
well as unstable (reactive) compressed gases. In addition to their unstable reactivity, these materials may pose olher hazards, such as 
toxicity, corrosivity, explosivity, flammability or oxidizing potential. This chapter, however, intends to address those materials 
whose primary hazard is unstable reactivity. Materials that pose multiple hazards must conform to the requirements of the code with 
respect to all hazards. Strict compliance with the provisions of this chapter, along with proper housekeeping and storage arrange­
ments, help to reduce the exposure hazards associated with unstable (reactive) materials in a fire or other emergency. As wilh other 
chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 4302 contains a definition applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 44 Water-reactive Solids and Liquids. This chapter addresses the hazards associated with water-reactive materials that 
are solid or liquid at normal temperatures and pressures. In addition to their water reactivity, these materials may pose a wide range 
of other hazards, such as toxicity, flammability, corrosiveness or oxidizing potential. This chapter addresses only those materials 
whose primary hazard is water reactivity. Materials that pose multiple hazards must conform to the requirements of the code with 
respect to all hazards. Strict compliance with the requirements of this chapter, along with proper housekeeping and storage arrange­
ments, helps to reduce the exposure hazards associated with water-reactive materials in a fire or other emergency. As with other 
chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 4402 contains a definition applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 45 Marinas. Chapter 45 is a new chapter in the 2009 International Fire Code addressing the fire protection and prevention 
requirements for marinas. It was developed in response to the complications cncountered by a number of fire departments responsi­
ble for the protection of marinas as well as fire loss history in marinas that lacked fire protection. Compliance with this chapter 
intends to establish safe practices in marina areas, provide an identification method for mooring spaces in the marina, provide tire 
fighters with safe operational areas and fire protection methods to extend hose lines in a safe manner. As with other chaplers of the 
International Fire Code, Section 4502 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 46 Construction Requirements for Existing Buildings. Chapter 46 is also a new chapter in the 2009 International Fire 
Code. This chapter applies to existing buildings constructed prior to the adoption of this code and intends to provide a minimum 
degree of fire and life safety to persons occupying existing buildings by providing for alterations to such buildings that do not com­
ply with the minimum requirements of the International Building Code. While this chapter is new, its content existed previously in 
the IFC but in a random manner that was neither efficient nor user-friendly. In the 200712008 code development cycle, code change 
F294-07/08 was approved that consolidated the retroactive elements of IFC12006 Sections 607, 70 I, 704, 903, 905, 907 and 2506 
and all of Section 1027 into a single chapter for easier and more efficient reference and application to existing buildings. As with 
other chapters of the International Fire Code, Section 4602 contains definitions applicable to the chapter contents. 

Chapter 47 Referenced Standards. The code contains several references to standards that are used to regulate materials and meth­
ods of construction. Chapter 47 contains a comprehensive list of all standards that are referenced in the code. The standards are part 
ofthe code to the extent of the reference to the standard. Compliance with the referenced standard is necessary for compl iance with 
this code. By providing specifically adopted standards, the construction and installation requirements necessary for compliance 
with the code can be readily determined. The basis for code compliance is, therefore, established and available on an equal basis to 
the code official, contractor, designer and owner. 

x 2010 OREGON FIRE CODE 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

Chapter 47 is organized in a manner that makes it easy to locate specific standards. It lists all of the referenced standards, alpha­
betically, by acronym of the promulgating agency of the standard. Each agency's standards are then listed in either alphabetical or 
numeric order based upon the standard identitication. The list also contains the title of the standard; the edition (date) of the standard 
referenced; any addenda included as part of the ICC adoption; and the section or sections of this code that reference the standard. 

Appendix A Board of Appeals. This appendix contains optional criteria that, when adopted, provides jurisdictions with detailed 
appeals, board member qualifications and administrative procedures to supplement the basic requirements found in Section 108 of 
the code. Note that the provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory unless specifically referenced in the adopting ordi­
nance (see sample ordinance on page xiii). 

Appendix B Fire-flow Requirements for Buildings. This appendix provides a tool for the use of jurisdictions in establishing a pol­
icy for determining fire-flow requirements in accordance with IFC Section 507.3. The determination of required fire flow is not an 
exact science, but having some level of information provides a consistent way of choosing the appropriate fire flow for buildings 
throughout ajurisdiction. The primary tool used in this appendix is a table which presents fire flows based on construction type and 
building area based on the correlation of the Insurance Services Oftice (ISO) method and the construction types used in the Interna­
tional Building Code. Note that the provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory unless specifically referenced in the 
adopting ordinance (see sample ordinance on page xiii). 

Appendix C Fire Hydrant Locations and Distribution. This appendix focuses on the location and spacing of fire hydrants which 
are important to the success offire-fighting operations. The difficulty with determining the spacing offire hydrants is that every situ­
ation is unique and has unique challenges. Finding one methodology for determining hydrant spacing is difficult. This particular 
appendix gives one methodology based on the required tire flow that fire departments can work with to set a policy for hydrant dis­
tribution around new buildings and facilities in conjunction with IFC Section 507.5. Note that the provisions contained in this 
appendix are not mandatory unless specifically referenced in the adopting ordinance (see sample ordinance on page xiii). 

Appendix D Fire Apparatus Access Roads. This appendix contains more detailed elements for use with the basic access require­
ments found in IFC Section 503 which gives some minimum criteria, such as amaximum length of 150 feet and a minimum width of 
20 feet, but in many cases does not state specific criteria. This appendix, like Appendices Band C, is a tool for jurisdictions looking 
for guidance in establishing access requirements and includes criteria for multiple-family residential developments, large one- and 
two-family subdivisions, specific examples for various types of turnarounds for fire department apparatus and parking regulatory 
signage. Note that the provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory unless specifically referenced in the adopting ordi­
nance (see sample ordinance on page xiii). 

Appendix E Hazard Categories. This appendix contains guidance for designers, engineers, architects, code officials, plans 
reviewers and inspectors in the classifying of hazardous materials so that proposed designs can be evaluated intelligently and accu­
rately. The descriptive materials and explanations of hazardous materials and how to report and evaluate them on a Material Safety 
Data Sheet that are contained in this appendix are intended to be instructional as well as informative. Note that this appendix is for 
information purposes and is not intended for adoption. 

Appendix F Hazard Ranking. The information in this appendix is intended to be a companion to the specific requirements of 
Chapters 28 through 44 which regulate the storage, handling and use of all hazardous materials classified as either physical or health 
hazards. These materials pose diverse hazards, including instability, reactivity, flammability, oxidizing potential or toxicity; there­
fore, identifying them by hazard ranking is essential. This appendix lists the various hazardous materials categories that are defined 
in the code, along with the NFPA 704 hazard ranking for each. Note that the provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory 
unless specifically referenced in the adopting ordinance (see sample ordinance on page xiii). 

Appendix G Cryogenic Fluids-Weight and Volume Equivalents. This appendix gives the fire code official and design profes­
sional a ready reference tool for the conversion of the liquid weight and volume of cryogenic fluid to their corresponding volume of 
gas and vice versa and is a companion to the provisions of Chapter 32 of the code. Note that this appendix is for information pur­
poses and is not intended for adoption. 

Appendix H Hazardous Materials Management Plan (HMMP) and Hazardous Materials Inventory Statement (HMIS) 
Instructions. This new IFC appendix is intended to assist businesses in establishing a Hazardous Materials Management Plan 
(HMMP) and Hazardous Materials Inventory Statement (HMIS) based on the class iIi cation and quantities of materials that would 
be found on site in storage and/or use. The sample forms and available Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) provide the basis for the 
evaluations. It is also a companion to IFC Sections 407.5 and 407.6 which provide the requirement that the HMIS and HMMP be 
submitted when required by the fire code official. Note that the provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory unless spe­
cifically referenced in the adopting ordinance (see sample ordinance on page xiii). 

Appendix I Fire Protection Systems-Unsafe Conditions. The purpose of this new IFC appendix, which was developed by the 
ICC Hazard Abatement in Existing Buildings Committee, is to provide the fire code oflicial with a list of conditions that are readily 
identifiable by the inspector during the course of an inspection utilizing the International Fire Code. The specific conditions identi­
fied in this appendix are primarily derived from applicable NFPA standards and pose a hazard to the proper operation of the respec­
tive systems. While these do not represent all of the conditions that pose a hazard or otherwise may impair the proper operation of 
fire protection systems, their identification in this adoptable appendix will provide a more direct path for enforcement by the fire 
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code official. Note that the provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory unless specifically referenced in the adopting 
ordinance (see sample ordinance on page xiii). 

Appendix J Emergency Responder Radio Coverage. This new IFC Appendix provides design, installation, testing and mainte­
nance requirements for the emergency responder communications facilities where required by new IFC Section 510. Included are 
requirements for system performance, primary and secondary power supplies, signal boosters, radio frequencies, installer qualifi­
cations, acceptance testing and system maintenance. Note that the provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory unless 
specifically referenced in the adopting ordinance (see sample ordinance on page xiii). 
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CHAPTER 1 

SCOPE AND ADMINISTRATION 

PART 1-GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 101 
SCOPE AND GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Oregon 
Fire Code, hereinafter referred to as "this code." 

101.2 Scope. This code establishes regulations affecting or relat­
ing to structures, processes, premises and safeguards regarding: 

I. The hazard of fire and explosion arising from the stor­
age, handling or use of structures, materials or devices: 

2. Conditions hazardous to life. property or public welfare 
in the occupancy of structures or premises; 

3. Firc hazards in the structure or on the premises from 
occupancy or operation: 

4. Matters related to the construction, extension, repair, 
alteration or removal of fire suppression or alarm sys­
tems; and 

5. Conditions affecting the safety of fire fighters and emer­
gency responders during emergency operations. 

The following governmental subdivisions may have other 
regulations as long as such regulations are consistent with OAR 
Chapter 837, Division 39. A water district under ORS 264.342 
or a city or county, subject to consent as required by ORS 
478.924, or a rural lire protection district under ORS 478.91 O. 

ORS 264.342, 478.910, 47R.924 and OAR R37, Division .W 
are not a part of this code but are reproduced or paraphrased 
here for the reader's convenience. 

ORS 264.342 allows a domestic water district to adopt a fire 
prevention code. 

ORS 478.910 allows a rural fire protection disu'ict to adopt a 
fire prevention code. 

ORS 478.924 states that the provisions of a tire prevention 
code ndopted by a district after October 4, 1977 shall not ap­
ply unless approved by the governing body of the city or 
county in which the district exists. 

OAR Chapter 837, Division 39 regulates the administration 
of fire prevention progrnms. 

101.2.1 Appendices. Provisions in the appendices shall not 
apply unless specificnlly adopted. The provisions of the fol­
lowing appendices are adopted as part or this code: B, C, D, 
J, K, Land M. 

101.3 Intent. 111e purpose of this code is to establish the mini­
mum requirements consistent with nationally recognized good 
practice for providing n rensonablc level orlife safety and property 
protection from the hazards of lire, explosion or dangerous condi­
tions in new and existing buildings, structures and premises as 
authorized by ORS 476JJ30 and to provide safety to tire tighters 
and emergency responders during emergency operations. 
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ORS 476.030 is not a part of this code but is reproduced or 
paraphrased here for the reader's convenience. 

ems 476.030 defines the duties nntl powers of the State Fire 
Marshal to adopt a state fire code. 

101.4 Severability. 1 I' a section. subsection, sentence, clause or 
phrase of this code is, for any reason, held to be unconstitu­
tional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remain­
ing portions or this code. 

101.5 Validity. In the event any part or provision of this code is 
held to be illegal or void, this shall not have the effect of making 
void or illegal any of the other parts or provisions hereof, which 
are determined to he legal; and it shall be presumed that this 
code would have been adopted without such illegal or invalid 
parts or provisions. 

SECTION 102 
APPLICABILITY 

102.1 Construction and design provisions. The construction 
and design provisions of this code shall apply to: 

1. Structures, facilities and conditions arising after the 
adoption of this code. 

2. Existing structures, facilities and conditions not legally 
in existence at the time of adoption of this code. 

3. Existing structures, facilities and conditions when 
required in Chapter 46. 

4. Existing structures, facilities and conditions which, in 
the opinion of the fire code official, constitute a distinct 
hazard to 1 i fe or property. 

102.2 Administrative, operational and maintenance provi­
sions. The administrative, operational and maintenance provi­
sions of this code shall apply to: 

I. Conditions and operations arising after the adoption of 
this code. 

2. Existing conditions and operations. 

Also see Section 110.1.1, ORS 476.030(c) and OAR Chap­
ter 837, Division 41. 

ems 476.030(c) is not a part orthis code but is reproduced or 
paraphrased here for the reader's convenience. 

ORS 476.030(c) defines the rules for maintenance and regu­
lations of structural tire safcty features in occupied struc­
tures and overseeing the safety and directing the means and 
adequacy of exits in case of lire except thal structural 
changes shall not be required in buildings built, occupied 
and maintained in conformity with the state building code 
regulations applicable at the time of construction. 

OAR Chapter R37, Division 41 defines the fire protection 
regulations relating to existing facilities. 
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102.3 Change of use or occupancy. No change shall be made 
in the use or occupancy of any structure that would place the 
structure in a different division of the same group or occupancy 
or in a different group of occupancies, unless such structure is 
made to comply with the requirements of this code and the 
International Building Code. Subject to the approval of the 

II building code official, the use or occupancy of an existing 
structure shall be allowed to be changed and the structure is 
allowed to be occupied for purposes in other groups without 
conforming to all the requirements of this code and the Interna­
tional Building Code for those groups, provided the new or 
proposed use is less hazardous, based on life and fire risk, than 
the existing use. 

102.4 Application of building code. The design and construc­
tion of new structures shall comply with the International 
Building Code, and any alterations, additions, changes in use 
or changes in structures required by this code, which are within 
the scope of the International Building Code, shall be made in 
accordance therewith. 

102.5 Application of residential code. Where structures are 
designed and constructed in accordance with the International 
Residential Code, the provisions of this code shall apply as fol­
lows: 

1. Construction and design provisions: Provisions of this 
code pertaining to the exterior of the structure shall apply 
including, but not limited to, premises identification, fire 
apparatus access and water supplies. Where interior or 
exterior systems or devices are installed, construction 
permits required by Section 105.7 of this code shall also 
apply. 

2. Administrative, operational and maintenance provi­
sions: All such provisions of this code shall apply. 

102.6 Historic buildings. The provisions of this code relating 
to the construction, alteration, repair, enlargement, restoration, 

r relocation or moving of buildings or structures shall not be 
mandatory for existing buildings or structures identified and 
classified by the state or local jurisdiction as historic buildings 
when such buildings or structures do not constitute a distinct 
hazard to life or property. Fire protection in designated historic 
buildings and structures shall be provided in accordance with 
an approved fire protection plan. 

102.7 Referenced codes and standards. The codes and stan­
dards referenced in this code shall be those that are listed in 
Chapter 45 and such codes and standards shall be considered 
part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of 
each such reference. Where differences occur between the pro­
visions of this code and the referenced standards, the provi­
sions of this code shall apply. 

102.8 Subjects not regulated by this code. Where no applica­
ble standards or requirements are set forth in this code, or are 

II contained within statutes or administrative rules adopted by the 
jurisdiction, compliance with applicable standards of the 
National Fire Protection Association or other nationally recog­
nized fire safety standards, as approved, shall be deemed as 
prima facie evidence of compliance with the intentofthis code. 
Nothing herein shall derogate from the authority of the fire 
code official to determine compliance with codes or standards 
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for those activities or installations within thefire code official's 
jurisdiction or responsibility. 

102.9 Matters not provided for. Requirements that are essen­
tial for the public safety of an existing or proposed activity, 
building or structure, or for the safety of the occupants thereof, 
which are not specifically provided for by this code shall be 
determined by the fire code official. 

102.10 Conflicting provisions. Where there is a conflict 
between a general requirement and a specific requirement, the 
specific requirement shall be applicable. Where, in a specific 
case, different sections of this code specify different materials, 
methods of construction or other requirements, the most 
restrictive shall govern. 

102.11 Other laws. The provisions of this code shall not be 
deemed to null ify any provisions oflocal, state or federal law. 

102.12 Application of references. References to chapter or 
section numbers, or to provisions not specifically identified by 
number, shall be construed to refer to such chapter, section or 
provision of this code. 

PART 2-ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

SECTION 103 
DEPARTMENT OF FIRE PREVENTION 

103.1 (Not adopted) General. The department offire preven­
tion is established within the jurisdiction under the direction of 
the fire code official. The function of the department shall be 
the implementation, administration and enforcement of the 
provisions of this code. 

103.2 (Not adopted) Appointment. The fire code official shall 
be appointed hy the chief appointing authority of the jurisdic­
tion; and the fire code official shall not be removedfrom office 
except for cause alld after full opportunity to be heard 011 spe­
cific and relevant charges by and before the appointing author­
ity. 

103.3 (Not adopted) Deputies. In accordance with the pre­
scribed procedures of this jurisdiction alld with the concur­
rence of the appointing authority, the fire code official shall 
have the authority to appoint a deputy fire code official, other 
related technical officers, inspectors and other employees. 

103.4 (Not adopted) Liability. Thefire code official, member 
of the board of appeals, officer or employee charged with the 
enforcement of this code, while acting for the jurisdiction. in 
good faith and without malice in the discharge of the duties 
required by this code or other pertinent law or ordinance, shall 
not therehy be rendered liable personally, and is hereby 
relieved from all persollalliability for any damage accruing to 
persons or property as a result of an act or by reason of an act 
or omission in the discharge of official duties. See ORS 30.265. 

ORS 30.265 is not a part of this code but is reproduced or 
paraphrased here for the reader's convenience. 

ORS 30.265 defines the scope of liability of public body of­
ficers, employees and agents. 
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103.4.1 (Not adopted) Legal defense. Any suit instituted 
against any officer or employee because of an act peiformed 
by that officer or employee in the lawful discharge of duties 
and under the provisions of this code shall be defended by 
the legal representative of the jurisdiction until the final ter­
mination of the proceedings. The fire code official or any 
subordinate shall not be liable for costs in an action, suit or 
proceeding that is instituted in pursuance of the provisions 
of this code; and any officer of the department offire preVOl­
tion, acting in good faith and without malice, shall be free 
from liabilityfor acts peiformed ullder any of its provisions 
or by reason of any act or omission in the peiformance of 
official duties in connection therewith. See ORS 30.285 or 
ORS 30.287. 

ORS 30.285 or ORS 30.287 are not a part of this code but are 
reproduced or paraphrased here for the reader's convenience. 

ORS 30.285 Public body shall indemnify public officers; 
procedures for requesting counsel; extent of duty of state; 
obligation for judgment and attorney fees. 

ORS 30.287 Counsel for public officer; when public funds 
not to be paid in settlement; effect on liability limit; defense 
by insurer. 

103.5 Cooperation with other agencies. For regulations 
regarding interagency cooperation, see ORS 455.150(8), ORS 
479.165, OAR 918-020-0010, OAR 918-020-0020 and OAR 
837-039-0110. 

ORS 455.150(8), ORS 479.165, OAR 918-020-00 I 0, OAR 
918-020-0020 and OAR 837-039-0110 are nota partorthis 
code but are reproduced or paraphrased here for the reader's 
convenience. 

ORS 455.150(8) requires municipalities to create a written 
plan that specities how cooperation with the State Fire Mar­
shal or designee of the State Fire Marshal will be achieved 
and how a uniform fire code will be considered in the review 
process of the design and construction phases ofbuildi ngs or 
structures. 

ORS 479.165 requires the State Fire Marshal to develop 
rules establishing certification of fire officials who review 
plans, new construction, alterations and specifications from 
a uniform fire code. 

OAR 918-020-0010 and 918-020-0020 establish a mini­
mum standard for procedures of cooperation between local 
municipalities and the State Fire Marshal or a designee of the 
State Fire Marshal. 

OAR 837-039-0110 establishes standards for certification 
of fire officials who review plans, new construction, alter­
ations and specifications from a fire code. 

SECTION 104 
GENERAL AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

104.1 General. The fire code official is hereby authorized to 
enforce the provisions of this code as directed in ORS 476.060 
and OAR Chapter 837, Division 39 and shall have the authority 
to adopt policies, procedures, rules and regulations in order to 
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clarify the application of its provisions. Modifications to this 
code shall not be less stringent than the minimum fire code 
adopted by the State Fire Marshal. Such policies, procedures, 
rules and regulations shall be in compliance with the intent and 
purpose of this code and shall not have the effect of waiving 
requirements specifically provided for in this code. 

ORS 476.060 and OAR Chapter 837, Division 39 are not a 
part of this code but are reproduced or paraphrased here for 
the reader's convenience. 

ORS 476.060 designates local fire marshals, local fire chiefs 
and chief of police as assistants to the State Fire Marshal by 
virtue of office held. 

OAR Chapter 837, Division 39 regulates the administration 
of fire prevention programs. 

OAR 837-039-0015(2)(b) allows a governmental subdivi­
sion to adopt a code that is consistent with state fire protec­
tion statutes and, is equal to or more stringent than, the fire 
code promulgated by the State Fire Marshal. 

104.2 Applications and permits. The fire code official is 
authorized to receive applications, review construction docu­
ments and issue permits for construction regulated by this code, 
issue permits for operations regulated by this code, inspect the 
premises for which such permits have been issued and enforce 
compliance with the provisions of this code. 

104.3 (Not adopted) Right of entry. Whenever it is necessary 
to make an inspection to enforce the provisions of this code, or 
whenever the fire code official has reasonable cause to believe 
that there exists in a building or upon any premises any condi­
tions or violations of this code which make the building or pre­
mises unsafe, dangerous or hazardous, the fire code official 
shall have the authority to enter the building or premises at all 
reasonable times to inspect or to peiform the duties imposed 
upon the fire code official by this code. If such building or pre­
mises is occupied, the fire code official shall present creden­
tials to the occupant and request entry. If such building or 
premises is unoccupied, the fire code official shall first make a 
reasonable effort to locate the owner or other persoll having 
charge or control of the building or premises and request entry. 
If entry is refused, the fire code official has recourse to every 
remedy provided by law to secure entry. 

104.3.1 Right to entry. The State Fire Marshal, Deputy 
State Fire Marshal or assistants to the State Fire Marshal 
may at all reasonable hours, enter into all buildings and 
upon all premises, except private residences, for the pur­
pose of inspection to ascertain if fire hazards exist therein or 
thereon as authorized by ORS 4 76.150( I). 

ORS 476.150(1) is not a part of this code but is reproduced 
or paraphrased here for the reader's convenience. 

ORS 476.150( I) grants permission to the State Fire Marshal 
and deputies, at all reasonable hours, to enter into all build­
ings and upon all premises, except private residences, for the 
purpose of inspection to ascertain iffire hazards exist therein 
or thereon. 

3 
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104.3.2 Warrant. When the fire code official has first 
obtained a proper inspection warrant or other remedy pro­
vided by law to secure entry, an owner or occupant or person 
having charge, care or control of the building or premises 
shall not fail or neglect, after proper request is made as 
herein provided, to permit entry therein by thefire code offi­
cial for the purpose of inspection and examination pursuant 
to this code. (See ORS 476.155, 476.160, 476.165 and 
476.170.) 

ORS 476.155, 476.160, 476.165 and 476.170 are not"a part 
of this code but are reproduced or paraphrased here for the 
reader's convenience. 

ORS 476.155 defines when judges are authorized to issue in­
spection warrants. 

ORS 476.160 defines circumstances under which a warrant 
may be issued. 

ORS 476.165 defines established cause to issue a warrant. 

ORS 476.170"defines execution of a warrant. 

104.4 Identification. The fire code official shall carry proper 
identification when inspecting structures or premises in the 
performance of duties under this code. 

104.5 Notices and orders. The fire code official is authorized 
to issue such notices or orders as are required to affect compli­
ance with this code in accordance with Sections 109.1 and 
109.2. 

104.6 Official records. Thefire code official shall keep official 
records as required by Sections 104.6.1 through 104.6.4. Such 
official records shall be retained for not less than five years or 
for as long as the structure or activity to which such records 
relate remains in existence, unless otherwise provided by other 

II regulations in accordance with Oregon Revised Statute 192, 
Public and Private Records; Public Reports and Meetings. 
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104.6.1 Approvals. A record of approvals shall be main-
tained by the fire code official and shall be available for pub­
lic inspection during business hours in accordance with 
applicable laws. 

104.6.2 Inspections. The fire code official shall keep a 
record of each inspection made, including notices and 
orders issued, showing the findings and disposition of each. 

104.6.3 (Not adopted) Fire records. The fire department 
shall keep a record offires occurring within its jurisdiction 
and offacts concerning the same, including statistics as to 
the extent of such fires and the damage caused thereby. 
together with other infonnation as required by the fire code 
official. 

104.6.3.1 Fire records and reports. Fire records shall 
be kept by the State Fire Marshal in accordance with 
ORS 476.090. 

Fire reports shall be provided to the State Fire Marshal 
in accordance with ORS 476.210(2), ORS 476.220 and 
ORS 476.270. 

ORS 476.090, ORS 476.210(2), ORS 476.220 and ORS 
476.270 are not a part of this code but are reproduced or 
paraphrased here for the reader's convenience. 

ORS 476.090 requires the State Fire Marshal to keep records 
of all fires occurring within the state and all facts concerning 
the fires. 

ORS 476.210(2) requires the fire chief of every city or rural 
fire protection district to provide the State Fire Marshal with 
a report of every fire occurring within the jurisdiction of the 
fire chief. 

ORS 476.220 requires the officer making an investigation of 
a fire to notify the State Fire Marshal and within one week of 
the occurrence, shall forward the State Fire Marshal a writ­
ten statement of all facts as requested by the forms provided 
by the State Fire Marshal. 

ORS 476.270 requires an insurance company to immedi­
ately make a report to the State Fire Marshal if the insurance 
company has reason to believe that a fire loss to its insured 
was caused by incendiary means. 

104.6.4 Administrative. Application for modification, 
alternative methods or materials and the final decision of the 
fire code official shall be in writing and shall be officially 
recorded in the permanent records of the fire code official. 

104.7 Approved materials and equipment. All materials, 
equipment and devices approved by the fire code official shall 
be constructed and installed in accordance with such approval. 

104.7.1 Material and equipment reuse. Materials, equip­
ment and devices shall not be reused or reinstalled unless 
such elements have been reconditioned, tested and placed in 
good and proper working condition and approved. 

104.7.2 Technical assistance. To determine the acceptabil­
ity of technologies, processes, products, facilities, materials 
and uses attending the design, operation or use of a building 
or premises subject to inspection by thefire code official, the 
fire code official is authorized to require the owner or agent 
to provide, without charge to the jurisdiction, a technical 
opinion and report. The opinion and report shall be prepared 
by a qualified engineer, specialist, laboratory or fire safety 
specialty organization acceptable to the fire code official 
and shall analyze the fire safety properties of the design, 
operation or use of the building or premises and the facilities 
and appurtenances situated thereon, to recommend neces­
sary changes. The fire code official is authorized to require 
design submittals to be prepared by, and bear the stamp of, a 
registered design professional. 

104.8 Modifications. Whenever there are practical difficulties 
involved in carrying out the provisions of this code, the fire 
code official shall have the authority to grant modifications for 
individual cases, provided the fire code official shall first find 
that special individual reason makes the strict letter of this code 
impractical and the modification is in compliance with the 
intent and purpose of this code and that such modification does 
not lessen health, life and fire safety requirements. The details 
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of action granting modifications shall be recorded and entered 
in the files of the department of fire prevention. The State Fire 
Marshal may make adjustments and variances to this code 
under ORS 476.035. 

ORS 476.035 is not a part of this code but is reproduced or 
paraphrased here for the reader's convenience. 

ORS 476.035 gives the State Fire Marshal the power to 
make adjustments, variances or exceptions to specific re­
quirements of this code on a statewide, regional, jurisdic­
tional or geographical use basis when the State Fire 
Marshal determines that application of the requirements 
are impossible, impractical, create unnecessary hardship or 
create consequences inconsistent with the general purpose 
of the code. 

104.9 Alternative materials and methods. The provisions of 
this code are not intended to prevent the installation of any 
material or to prohibit any method of construction not specifi­
cally prescribed by this code, provided that any such alternative 
has been approved. The fire code official is authorized to 
approve an alternative material or method of construction 
where the fire code official finds that the proposed design is sat­
isfactory and complies with the intent of the provisions of this 
code, and that the material, method or work offered is, for the 
purpose intended, at least the equivalent of that prescribed in 
this code in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, 
durability and safety. 

104.9.1 Research reports. Supporting data, when neces­
sary to assist in the approval of materials or assemblies not 
specifically provided for in this code, shall consist of valid 
research reports from approved sources. 

104.9.2 Tests. Whenever there is insufficient evidence of 
compliance with the provisions of this code, or evidence 
that a material or method does not conform to the require­
ments of this code, or in order to substantiate claims for 
alternative materials or methods, the fire code official shall 
have the authority to require tests as evidence of compliance 
to be made at no expense to the jurisdiction. Test methods 
shall be as specified in this code or by other recognized test 
standards. In the absence of recognized and accepted test 
methods, the fire code official shall approve the testing pro­
cedures. Tests shall be performed by an approved agency. 
Reports of such tests shall be retai ned by the fire code offi­
cial for the period required for retention of public records. 

104.10 (Not adopted) Fire investigations. Thefire code offi­
cial, the fire department or other responsible authority shall 
have the authority to investigate the cause, origin and circum­
stances of any fire, explosion or other hazardous condition. 
Information that could be related to trade secrets or processes 
shallllot be made part of the public record except as directed by 
a court of law. 

104.10.1 Fire investigations. Fire investigations shall be in 
accordance with ORS 476.030(4) and ORS 476.210(1). 

104.10.2 Assistance from other agencies. Police and other 
enforcement agencies shall have authority to render neces­
sary assistance in the investigation of tires when requested 
to do so. 
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ORS 476.030(4) and 476.2 \O( I) are not a part of this code 
but are reproduced or paraphrased here for the reader's con­
venience. 

ORS 476.030(4) gives the State Fire Marshal the authority to 
investigate or cause an investigation to determine the proba­
ble cause, origin and circumstances of any fire. 

ORS 476.2 \0(1) requires the municipal fire marshal, fire de­
partment chief, constables and other officers referred to in 
ORS 476.060 to investigate the cause, origin and circum­
stances of each fire occurring in their respective jurisdictions. 

104.11 Authority at fires and other emergencies. The fire 
chief or officer of the fire department in charge at the scene of a 
fire or other emergency involving the protection of life or prop­
erty or any part thereof, shall have the authority to direct such 
operation as necessary to extinguish or control any fire, per­
form any rescue operation, investigate the existence of sus­
pected or reported fires, gas leaks or other hazardous 
conditions or situations, or take any other action necessary in 
the reasonable performance of duty. In the exercise of such 
power, the fire chief is authorized to prohibit any person, vehi­
cle, vessel or thing from approaching the scene and is autho­
rized to remove, or cause to be removed or kept away from the 
scene, any vehicle, vessel or thing which could impede or inter­
fere with the operations of the fire department and, in the judg­
ment of the fire chief, any person not actually and usefully 
employed in the extinguishing of such fire or in the preserva­
tion of property in the vicinity thereof. 

104.11.1 Barricades. The fire chief or officer of the tire 
department in charge at the scene of an emergency is autho­
rized to place ropes, guards, barricades or other obstructions 
across any street, alley, place or private property in the vici n­
ity of such operation so as to prevent accidents or interfer­
ence with the lawful efforts of the fire department to manage 
and control the situation and to handle fire apparatus. 

104.11.2 Obstructing operations. No person shall 
obstruct the operations of the fire department in connection 
with extinguishment or control of any fire, or actions rela­
tive to other emergencies, or disobey any lawful command 
of the fire chief or officer of the fire department in charge of 
the emergency, or any part thereof, or any lawful order of a 
police ofticer assisting the fire department. 

104.11.3 Systems and devices. No persoll shall render a 
system or device inoperative during an emergency unless by 
direction of the fire chief or fire department official in 
charge of the incident. 

SECTION 105 
PERMITS 

105.1 General. Permits shall be in accordance with Sections 
\05.1.1 through \05.7.14. 

105.1.1 Permits required. Permits required by this code 
shall be obtained from the fire code official. Permit fees, if 
any, shall be paid prior to issuance of the permit. When oth­
erwise required by law, orrulc, a permit, license orcertitica­
tion shall also be obtained from the State Fire Marshal. 
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Issued permits shall be kept on the premises designated 
therein at all times and shall be readily available for inspec­
tion by the fire code official. 

105.1.2 Types of permits. There shall be two types of per­
mits as follows: 

1. Operational permit. An operational permit allows the 
applicant to conduct an operation or a business for 
which a permit is required by Section \05.6 for either: 

1.1. A prescribed period. 

1.2. Until renewed or revoked. 

2. Construction permit. A construction permit allows 
the applicant to install or modify systems and equip­
ment for which a permit is required by Section 105.7. 

105.1.3 Permits for the same location. When more than 
one permit is required for the same location, the fire code 
official is authorized to consolidate such permits into a sin­
gle permit. provided that each provision is listed in the per­
mit. 

11
105.2 Application. When a permit is required by Section 105.6 
or \05.7, the application shall be made to the fire code official 
in such form and detail as prescribed by the fire code official. 
Applications for permits shall be accompanied by such plans as 
prescribed by the fire code official. 
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105.2.1 Refusal to issue permit. If the application for a per­
mit describes a use that does not conform to the require­
ments of this code and other pertinent laws and ordinances, 
the fire code official shall not issue a permit, but shall return 
the application to the applicant with the refusal to issue such 
permit. Such refusal shall, when requested, be in writing 
and shall contain the reasons for refusal. 

105.2.2 Inspection authorized. Before a new operational 
permit is approved, the fire code official is authorized to 
inspect the receptacles, vehicles, buildings, devices, pre­
mises, storage spaces or areas to be used to determine com­
pliance with this code or any operational constraints 
required. 

105.2.3 Time limitation of application. An application for 
a permit for any proposed work or operation shall be 
deemed to have been abandoned 180 days after the date of 
filing, unless such application has been diligently prose­
cuted or a permit shall have been issued; except that the fire 
code official is authorized to grant one or more extensions of 
time for additional periods not exceeding 90 days each. The 
extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable cause 
demonstrated. 

105.2.4 Action on application. Thefire code official shall 
examine or cause to be examined applications for permits 
and amendments thereto within a reasonable time after til­
ing. If the application or the construction documents do not 
conform to the requirements of perti nent laws, the fire code 
official shall reject such application in writing, stating the 
reasons therefor. If the fire code official is satisfied that the 
proposed work or operation conforms to the requirements 
of this code and laws and ordinances applicable thereto, the 
fire code official shaIl issue a permit therefor as soon as 
practicable. 

105.3 Conditions of a permit. A permit shall constitute per­
mission to maintain, store or handle materials; or to conduct 
processes which produce conditions hazardous to life or prop­
erty; or to install equipment utilized in connection with such 
activities; or to install or modify any fire protection system or 
equipment or any other construction, equipment installation or 
modification in accordance with the provisions of this code 
where a permit is required by Section \05.6 or 105.7. Such per­
mission shall not be construed as authority to violate, cancel or 
set aside any of the provisions of this code or other applicable 
regulations or laws of the jurisdiction. 

105.3.1 Expiration. An operational permit shall remain in 
effect until reissued, renewed, or revoked or for such a 
period of time as specified in the permit. Construction per­
mits shall automatically become invalid unless the work 
authorized by such permit is commenced within 180 days 
after its issuance, or if the work authorized by such permit is 
suspended or abandoned for a period of 180 days after the 
time the work is commenced. Before such work recom­
mences, a new permit shall be first obtained and the fee to 
recommence work, if any, shall be one-half the amount 
required for a new permit for such work, provided no 
changes have been made or will be made in the original con­
struction documents for such work, and provided further 
that such suspension or abandonment has not exceeded one 
year. Permits are not transferable and any change in occu­
pancy, operation, tenancy or ownership shall require that a 
new permit be issued. 

105.3.2 Extensions. A permittee holding an unexpired per­
mit shall have the right to apply for an extension of the time 
within which the permittee will commence work under that 
permit when work is unable to be commenced within the 
timc rcquircd by this section for good and satisfactory rea­
sons. Thefire code official is authorized to grant, in writing, 
one or more extensions of the time period of a permit for 
periods of not more than 180 days each. Such extensions 
shall be requested by the permit holder in writing andjustiti­
able cause demonstrated. 

105.3.3 Occupancy prohibited before approval. The 
building or structure shall not be occupied prior to the fire 
code official issuing a permit and conducting associated 
inspections indicating the applicable provisions of this code 
have been met. 

105.3.4 Conditional permits. Where permits are required 
and upon the request of a permit applicant, the fire code offi­
cial is authorized to issue a conditional permit to occupy the 
premises or portion thereof before the entire work or opera­
tions on the premises is completed, provided that such por­
tion or portions will be occupied safely prior to full 
completion or installation of equipment and operations 
without endangering life or public welfare. The fire code 
official shall notify the permit applicant in writing of any 
limitations or restrictions necessary to keep the permit area 
safe. The holder of a conditional permit shall proceed only 
to the point for which approval has been given, at the permit 
holder's own risk and without assurance that approval for 
the occupancy or the utilization of the entire premises, 
equipment or operations will be granted. 
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105.3.5 Posting the permit. Issued permits shall be kept on 
the premises designated therein at all times and shall be 
readily available for inspection by the fire code official. 

105.3.6 Compliance with code. The issuance or granting of 
a permit shall not be construed to be a permit for, or an 
approval of, any violation of any of the provisions of this 
code or of any other ordinance of the jurisdiction. Permits 
presuming to give authority to violate or cancel the provi­
sions of this code or other ordinances of the jurisdiction 
shall not be valid. The issuance of a permit based on con­
struction documents and other data shall not prevent the fire 
code official from requiring the correction of errors in the 
construction documents and other data. Any addition to or 
alteration of approved construction documents shall be 
approved in advance by the fire code official, as evidenced 
by the issuance of a new or amended permit. 

105.3.7 Information on the permit. The fire code official 
shall issue all permits required by this code on an approved 
form furnished for that purpose. The permit shall contain a 
general description of the operation or occupancy and its 
location and any other information required by the fire code 
official. Issued permits shall bear the signature of the fire 
code official or other approved legal authorization. 

105.3.8 Validity of permit. The issuance or granting of a 
permit shall not be construed to be a permit for, or an 
approval of, any violation of any of the provisions of this 
code or of any other ordinances of the jurisdiction. Permits 
presuming to give authority to violate or cancel the provi­
sions of this code or other ordinances of the jurisdiction 
shall not be valid. The issuance of a permit based on con­
struction documents, operational documents and other data 
shall not prevent thefire code official from requiring correc­
tion of errors in the documents or other data. 

105.4 Construction documents. Construction documents 
shall be in accordance with this section. 

105.4.1 Submittals. Construction documents and support­
ing data shall be submitted in two or more sets with each 
application for a permit and in such form and detail as 
required by the fire code official. The construction docu­
ments shall be prepared by a registered design professional 
where required by the statutes of the jurisdiction in which 
the project is to be constructed. 

Exception: The fire code official is authorized to waive 
the submission of construction documents and support­
ing data not required to be prepared by a registered 
design professional if it is found that the nature of the 
work applied for is such that review of construction doc­
uments is not necessary to obtain compliance with this 
code. 

105.4.1.1 Examination of documents. The fire code 
official shall examine or cause to be examined the 
accompanying construction documents and shall ascer­
tain by such examinations whether the work indicated 
and described is in accordance with the requirements of 
this code. 
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105.4.2 Information on construction documents. Con­
struction documents shall be drawn to scale upon suitable 
material. Electronic media documents are allowed to be 
submitted when approved by the fire code official. Con­
struction documents shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate 
the location, nature and extent of the work proposed and 
show in detail that it will conform to the provisions of this 
codc and relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations as 
determined by the fire code official. 

105.4.2.1 Fire protection system shop drawings. Shop 
drawings for the fire protections system(s) shall be sub­
mitted to indicate compliance with this code and the con­
struction documents and shall be approved prior to the 
start of installation. Shop drawings shall contain all 
information as required by the referenced installation 
standards in Chapter 9. 

105.4.3 Applicant responsibility. It shall be the responsi­
bility of the applicant to ensure that the construction docu­
ments include all of the fire protection requirements and the 
shop drawings are complete and in compliance with the 
applicable codes and standards. 

105.4.4 Approved documents. Construction documents 
approved by the fire code official are approved with the 
intent that such construction documents comply in all 
respects with this code. Review and approval by the fire 
code official shall not relieve the applicant of the responsi­
bility of compliance with this code . 

105.4.4.1 Phased approval. The fire code official is 
authorized to issue a permit for the construction of part of 
a structure, system or operation before the constl'llction 
docllments for the whole structure, system or operation 
have been submitted, provided that adequate information 
and detailed statements have been filed complying with 
pertinent requirements of this code. The holder of such 
permit for parts of a structure, system or operation shall 
proceed at the holder's own risk with the building opera­
tion and without assurance that a permit for the entire 
structure, system or operation will be granted. 

105.4.5 Corrected documents. Where field conditions 
necessitate any substantial change from the approved con­
struction documents, the fire code official shall have the 
authority to require the corrected construction documents to 
be submitted for approval. 

105.4.6 Retention of construction documents. One set of 
construction documents shall be retained by the fire code 
official for a period of not less than 180 days from date of 
completion of the permitted work, or as required by state or 
local laws. One set of approved construction documents 
shall be returned to the applicant, and said set shall be kept 
on the site of the building or work at all times during which 
the work authorized thereby is in progress. 

105.5 Revocation. Thefire code official is authorized to revoke 
a permit issued under the provisions of this code when it is 
found by inspection or otherwise that there has been a false 
statement or misrepresentation as to the material facts in the 
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